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Best LGBT Lawyers Under 40: Class of 2013 

Nomination Form 
 

Nominee Information  

Name: _________________________________________ Date of Birth: ________________________ 

Title: ______________________________  Firm/Organization: _______________________________ 

Mailing Address: ___________________________________  City, State Zip: ____________________  

Phone Number: __________________________  Email Address: ______________________________ 

 

Nominator Information  

Name: ___________________________________________  

Title: ______________________________ Firm/Organization: _______________________________ 

Mailing Address: ___________________________________ City, State Zip: ____________________ 

Phone Number: __________________________ Email Address: ______________________________ 

Relationship to Nominee: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Optional: To your knowledge, does the nominee identify as any of the following?  

____ Racial or Ethnic Minority   ____ Female    ____ Transgender  

____ Person with Disability    ____ Other: _____________________________________ 

 
 

The complete nomination package must be submitted via email to nominations@LGBTbar.org no later 

than 5:00 pm EDT on June 3, 2013. Please submit the following information:  

 

• Nomination Form  

• Statement of Support of Nominee (not to exceed 2 pages). Please include:  

− Details on achievements within their legal field  

− Details on their commitment to LGBT equality  

• Current Resume of the Nominee  

• Letters of Support 
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Best LGBT Lawyers Under 40 – Statement of Support for 
Miko Hernandez 
It is my pleasure to nominate Miko Hernandez for the Best LGBT Lawyers Under 40 Class of 2013. Miko is a 
member of the finance and restructuring group at Faegre Baker Daniels LLP and was recently accepted into the 
firm’s partnership. 
 
Achievements in the Legal Field 
 
Miko focuses her practice in the areas of Native American financing and other structured finance transactions. 
She represents both tribes and financial institutions in a broad range of transactions, including matters involving 
tribal, state and federal gaming laws for tribal gaming operations. These transactions frequently involve 
navigating through regulatory approvals by tribal and state gaming commissions and the National Indian Gaming 
Commission and unique issues related to tribal law, gaming and equipment leases. FaegreBD’s Native American 
practice, of which Miko is a member, has received a nationwide tier 1 ranking by Chambers USA: America’s 
Leading Lawyers for Business each year since 2010.  
 
On other structured financings, Miko has represented commercial and cooperative banks and corporations 
acting as administrative agents and lenders in structuring syndicated loan transactions, asset-based and cash 
flow financings, and senior and mezzanine financings.  
 
Sophisticated financial institutions turn to Miko for guidance on the entirely separate set of laws and issues that 
apply to transactions with Indian tribes. Much like an international lawyer, Miko navigates each tribe’s laws to 
determine who has jurisdiction and how disputes are resolved, then she walks lenders through the potential 
regulatory risks and solutions. Miko expertly structures each transaction with Indian tribes to approximate a 
non-tribal transaction, giving financial institutions the financing structure to which they are accustomed and 
helping them alleviate risk.  
 
Miko also represents tribes as lenders to other tribes and as borrowers in financing transactions, providing 
advice on financing and tribal sovereignty issues. She enjoys working on transactions to bring gaming or other 
economic opportunities to impoverished tribes. Miko represents Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community in 
all of their tribe-to-tribe loans. 
 
Miko has counseled on numerous multimillion dollar transactions to finance gaming facilities, government 
centers and resorts, but she considers smaller matters that have truly impacted tribes to be the most significant 
of her career. One such matter involved working on a financing to fund the building of a much needed grocery 
store on a reservation. Another was counseling on a financing to provide funds for a tribe to redeem land 
foreclosed on and sold by the IRS. 
 
Miko is exceptional not only because of her legal knowledge and capabilities, but also because of her 
compassion and concern for her clients. She respects the sovereignty of tribes she counsels and their cultural 
differences and develops creative solutions for her clients. 
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Commitment to LGBT Equality 
 
Miko is an ardent supporter of LGBT equality and advancement of LGBT lawyers. She is a visible leader of the 
LGBT Lawyers Affinity Group at Faegre Baker Daniels, which provides a supportive atmosphere and peer 
resources for LGBT attorneys. In 2012, when a constitutional amendment banning same-sex marriage was 
proposed in Minnesota, Miko was actively involved with FaegreBD’s LGBT Affinity Group, which partnered with 
Minnesota Lawyers United for All Families and Lavender Law to raise awareness of and protest against the 
amendment. The statewide effort was successful, and in 2013, Minnesota legalized same-sex marriage. Miko is 
also a member of the Minnesota Lavender Bar Association and the Minnesota American Indian Bar Association. 
 
At FaegreBD, Miko is active in efforts to recruit LGBT lawyers and summer associates and participates annually in 
the Minnesota Minority Recruitment Conference, interviewing diverse candidates on behalf of the firm. She 
purposefully keeps in contact with LGBT recruits throughout the firm’s interview process, serving as a support 
source, and later as a mentor when they join the firm. 
 
Miko is also active in Twin Cities Diversity in Practice (TCDP), an association of law firms focused on attracting 
more diverse professionals to Minneapolis and St. Paul and advancing diverse lawyers. She has mentored law 
students of color through TCDP and helped lead a panel discussion regarding diversity within diversity issues, 
speaking about her experiences as a lawyer of color and as a woman who is “out” in the legal profession.  
 
Miko regularly volunteers at the Minnesota Indian Women’s Resource Center, a nonprofit dedicated to 
empowering and educating American Indian women and providing access to justice and equality. At the center, 
she helps solve legal problems such as custody cases, financial issues and tenant disputes for the center’s clients. 
Currently, Miko is providing pro bono assistance through the center to a same-sex couple seeking a second-
parent adoption of one woman’s child and other legal protection unavailable automatically to same-sex couples. 
 
Miko is a fantastic lawyer excelling in a highly specialized and complex practice area. She is a compassionate 
attorney, an advocate for the LGBT community, and a visible role model for racially diverse and LGBT lawyers. 
Miko is incredibly deserving of recognition as a Best LGBT Lawyer Under 40. 
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Contact Numbers 
T: +1 612 766 7134 
F: +1 612 766 1600 
 

Office Location 
2200 Wells Fargo Center 
90 S. Seventh Street 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
55402-3901 

Practices 
 Finance & Restructuring 

 Asset-Based Finance 

 Indian Tribal Finance 

 Mezzanine Finance 

 Structured Finance 

 Regulatory 

 Financial Institutions 
Regulation 

Industries 
 Agricultural Finance 

 Financial Services 

 Indian Tribes  

 Sports & Entertainment 

 Gaming 

Education 
University of Illinois College of 
Law 
J.D., cum laude (2005) 

Saint Louis University 
B.A., summa cum laude (2001) 

 Mariko E. Hernandez 
Partner 
miko.hernandez@FaegreBD.com 

 

Miko Hernandez is a partner in the firm's Indian tribal finance team and finance and 
restructuring group. Miko focuses her practice in the areas of Native American 
financing and other structured finance transactions. She represents both tribes and 
financial institutions in connection with a broad range of transactions, including 
matters involving tribal, state and federal gaming laws for tribal gaming operations. 
These transactions frequently involve navigating through licensing and regulatory 
matters by tribal and state gaming commissions and the National Indian Gaming 
Commission.  
 
On other structured financings, Miko has represented commercial, cooperative and 
corporations acting as administrative agents and lenders in structuring syndicated 
loan transactions, asset-based and cash flow financings and senior and mezzanine 
financings.  
 
Representative transactions in which Miko has acted as counsel to the lender or 
borrower, as the case may be, include the following: 

 Representing the borrower in connection with a $500 million syndicated secured 
revolving credit facility to finance acquisition of oil and gas properties  

 Representing the lender in connection with a $265 million syndicated, secured 
credit facility to an agribusiness cooperative, secured by real estate and other 
assets  

 Representing an ad hoc committee of noteholders in connection with an 
exchange offer of $200 million of senior notes of the Inn of the Mountain Gods 
Resort and Casino  

 Representing an Indian tribe in connection with a $175 million note purchase 
agreement to finance the development and construction of a casino  

 Representing the lender in connection with an $85 million revolving credit facility 
to finance working capital needs of an existing gaming and entertainment facility  

 Representing the lender in connection with a $116 million syndicated, secured 
credit facility to an agribusiness, secured by real estate and other assets  

 Representing the lender in connection with $77 million syndicated, secured credit 
facilities to one of the nation's largest potato growing operations  

 Representing Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community in connection with a 
$48 million secured facility to Stockbridge-Munsee Community  

 Representing Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community in connection with a 
$48 million secured facility to Lower Sioux Indian Community of Minnesota  

 Representing Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community in connection with a 
$30 million secured facility to Standing Rock Sioux Tribe  

 Representing Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community in connection with a 
$31 million secured facility to Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians and Red Lake 
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Bar Admissions 
Minnesota 

Court Admissions 
U.S. District Court for the 
District of Minnesota 

 

Gaming Enterprises Inc.  

 Representing Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community in connection with 
numerous loans to tribes for economic development projects and gaming 
development and expansion projects 

Pro Bono 
 Minnesota Indian Women's Resource Clinic 

Professional Organizations 
 American Bar Association  

 Minnesota American Indian Bar Association  

 Lavender Bar Association  

 Minnesota State Bar Association 

Presentations 
 Impact of the 2012/2013 Drought on Syndicated Agribusiness Finance 

Transactions and Related Agribusiness Finance Legal Developments 
Co-presenter, American Bar Association Spring Meeting of the Business Law 
Section - Agriculture & Agribusiness Financing Subcommittee, Washington, D.C., 
April 2013  

 2012 Indian Law Conference: Tribal Financing Realities in 2012  
Minnesota CLE, Red Wing, Minnesota, May 2012 
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